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Management Plan Advisory Group Organizational Meeting 
Wakulla State Forest 

May 23, 2016 
10:30 a.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
 
MPAG Members Present:  

• Chris Colburn  Center Manager, Florida Forest Service (FFS) 

• Diane Alix  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

• John Crowe  Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD) 
(representing Jon Costello) 

• Pete Scalco  Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of Environmental 
       Protection (DRP/DEP) 

• Cal Jamison  Local Soil and Water Conservation District Representative 

• Brian Pelc  The Nature Conservancy 

• Joe Walker  Local Private Property Owner 

• Sharon Gray   Leon County Representative (representing Jane Sauls) 

• George Weaver  User Group Representative (hikers) 

• Pam Freeman  User Group Representative (equestrians) 

• Larry Perrin  User Group Representative (hunters) 
 
MPAG Members Not Present:  

• Jon Costello  NWFWMD 

• William Mathers Local Private Property Owner 

• Ralph Thomas  Wakulla County Representative 

• Jane Sauls  Leon County Representative  
  

Staff: 

• Randy Gregory, FFS 

• Jeff Johnson, FFS 

• Ryan Slyter, FFS 

• Brad Ellis, FFS 

• John Browne, FFS 

• Todd Knapp, FFS 

• Bill Korn, FFS 

• Cat Ingram, FFS 

• Marti Miller, FFS 

• Patty Wilbur, DRP/DEP 
 
Guests: 

• John Glum, landowner 

• Alan Reese 

• Joe Walker, resident 

• Chuck Hess, SWCB 

• Ayanna Jossie, The Florida Channel 
 



 

 
Meeting Start Time:  1O:30 a.m. 

• Mr. Korn opened the meeting and thanked Mr. Scalco and the Wakulla Springs State Park for the 
hospitality and usage of the facilities for the public meetings.   

• Mr. Korn continued by explaining the purpose, statutory requirements and management plan 
development process within which the MPAG members are called upon to provide input into 
the draft land management plan.  Mr. Korn reviewed which entities the management plan 
advisory group members represent.   

• Mr. Korn also explained the Sunshine Law’s role in the MPAG public hearings and MPAG 
member appointment timeframe.   

• FFS staff listed how the meetings were appropriately advertised to the public.   

• Mr. Korn provided a rundown of the various approvals the draft land management plan must go 
through both before and after the MPAG public hearings have occurred. 

• Next, everyone in the room introduced themselves and explained what entity or organization 
they are with, and/or why they have interest in the meeting. 

• Mr. Korn explained the notion of consensus and how it relates to the group’s determinations.  
Also explained was the fact that the FFS Director is the ultimate decider on any changes made to 
the draft plan. 

• Mr. Korn explained that following a PowerPoint presentation at the public hearing, there would 
be a question/answer session and they were all welcome to ask questions too.  At the public 
hearing/public testimony part of the meeting, Mr. Korn encouraged them to listen for the 
public’s ideas/concerns.  He advised that at the MPAG Workshop meeting to follow would be an 
opportunity to share their thoughts on what they’d heard from the public and their ideas on the 
draft management plan. 

• The advisory group decided to elect Mr. Colburn as MPAG Chair.  The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Scalco. 

• No opposition; the motion was approved. 

• It was determined that no written comments had been received by FFS regarding the draft plan.   

• Two advisory group members were noted as not present and not having representation at the 
meeting(s). 

• The logistics of the facilities, bathrooms, etc. were laid out for the meeting attendees benefit. 
Meeting End Time:   10:48 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Public Hearing 
Wakulla State Forest 

May 23, 2016 
11:00 a.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
 
MPAG Members Present:  

• Chris Colburn  Center Manager, Florida Forest Service (FFS) 

• Diane Alix  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

• John Crowe  Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD) 
(representing Jon Costello) 

• Pete Scalco  Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of Environmental 
       Protection (DRP/DEP) 

• Cal Jamison  Local Soil and Water Conservation District Representative 

• Brian Pelc  The Nature Conservancy 

• Joe Walker  Local Private Property Owner 

• Sharon Gray   Leon County Representative (representing Jane Sauls) 

• George Weaver  User Group Representative (hikers) 

• Pam Freeman  User Group Representative (equestrians) 

• Larry Perrin  User Group Representative (hunters) 
 
MPAG Members Not Present:  

• Jon Costello  NWFWMD 

• William Mathers Local Private Property Owner 

• Ralph Thomas  Wakulla County Representative 

• Jane Sauls  Leon County Representative  
  

Staff: 

• Randy Gregory, FFS 

• Jeff Johnson, FFS 

• Ryan Slyter, FFS 

• Brad Ellis, FFS 

• John Browne, FFS 

• Todd Knapp, FFS 

• Bill Korn, FFS 

• Cat Ingram, FFS 

• Marti Miller, FFS 

• Patty Wilbur, DRP/DEP 
 
Guests: 

• John Glum, landowner 

• Alan Reese 

• Joe Walker, resident 

• Chuck Hess, SWCB 

• Ayanna Jossie, The Florida Channel 
 



 

 
Meeting Start Time:  11:00 a.m. 

• Mr. Colburn, the MPAG Chairperson welcomed everyone to the public hearing on behalf of all 
the MPAG members. 

• Mr. Korn continued the meeting and gave a general overview of the purpose of the public 

hearing. 

• Mr. Slyter gave a PowerPoint presentation on the draft plan, including informative points on 

acquisition, funding, location, tracts and the goals and objectives to be accomplished on the forest 

during the next ten-year period. 

• Mr. Perrin inquired about the acreage on the forest.  Mr. Johnson and Mr. Colburn answered and 

elaborated on specific tract acreages. 

• Mr. Korn stated that two speaker forms had been filled out and submitted to FFS staff.   

• Mr. Glunn asked about the land on the west side of Crawfordville Highway.  Mr. Colburn stated 

that FFS does not manage that area.  Mr. Scalco elaborated, as the question related to Wakulla 

Springs State Park (WSSP) land.  Mr. Glen asked when the usage of those lands were/will be 

vetted and Mr. Scalco stated that public vetting of WSSP lands will occur in 2017.  

• Speakers:  

• 1)  Mr. Reese stated that the state of Alaska currently has a policy that prohibits controlled burns.  

He asked if the FFS would consider re-addressing the issue in Florida, as the burning eliminates 

hardwoods which provide food, etc., for wildlife.  He stated that he would also like to see no 

burning in the national forest system.  He brought up the subject of Harper’s beauty, a plant 

which is only found in the local vicinity in the United States.  He declared that the plant is 

extremely rare and can be found on Department of Transportation (DOT) land in the medians.  

He stated that where there are controlled burns, the plant is not found.  However, the plant is 

found in the DOT medians, where no controlled burning is performed. 

• Mr. Reese inquired about the listed species on the forest and questioned their population’s effects 

from fire.  He stated he is aware that the notion is “radical.”  He stated that, from an outsider, it 

looks like FFS is a timber management company.  Some discussion ensued on the topic amongst 

the group. 

• 2)  Mr. Hess discussed fire habitat and fire frequency and needed return intervals.  He stated that 

a 3 year return interval is needed, as less than that would create the natural grasslands, and more 

than that would create overgrowth.  Mr. Hess declared that of the burnable acreage on WaSF, 

FFS is not burning enough.  High frequency, low intensity burns are needed.  He said that the 

loblolly trees need to be worked out of the system.   

• Mr. Reese and Mr. Hess were permitted to briefly discuss their opposing views on prescribed fire 

versus natural burns. 

• With no other speakers, Mr. Korn adjourned the public hearing. 

Meeting End Time: 11:21 p.m. 
 



 

 

Management Plan Advisory Group Meeting 
Wakulla State Forest 

May 23, 2016 
1:00p.m. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

MPAG Members Present:  

• Chris Colburn  Center Manager, Florida Forest Service (FFS) 

• Diane Alix  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

• John Crowe   Northwest Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD) 
(representing Jon Costello) 

• Pete Scalco  Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of Environmental 
       Protection (DRP/DEP) 

• Cal Jamison  Local Soil and Water Conservation District Representative 

• Brian Pelc  The Nature Conservancy 

• Joe Walker  Local Private Property Owner 

• Sharon Gray  Leon County Representative (representing Jane Sauls) 

• George Weaver  User Group Representative (hikers) 

• Pam Freeman  User Group Representative (equestrians) 

• Larry Perrin  User Group Representative (hunters) 
 
MPAG Members Not Present:  

• Jon Costello  NWFWMD 

• William Mathers Local Private Property Owner 

• Ralph Thomas  Wakulla County Representative 
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Staff: 
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• Jeff Johnson, FFS 
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• John Browne, FFS 

• Bill Korn, FFS 

• Cat Ingram, FFS 

• Marti Miller, FFS 

• Patty Wilbur, DRP/DEP 
 
Guests: 

• John Glum, landowner 

• Alan Reese 

• Joe Walker, resident 

• Chuck Hess, SWCB 

• Ayanna Jossie, The Florida Channel 



 

 
 
Meeting Start Time:  1:00p.m. 
Note:  In between the public hearing and the commencement of this meeting, Mr. Weaver handed Ms. 
Ingram written comments to be inserted into the draft plan. 
Also during this time, Ms. Gray handed Mr. Korn a note regarding a mistake in the title of one of the 
exhibits. 
 

• Mr. Korn started the meeting by going over the meeting structure that would take place and 
specifics regarding staff and member responsibilities regarding the meeting minutes in the 
coming days/weeks. 

• Mr. Korn declared a “page-by-page” process would be the way the group would be reviewing 
and commenting on the draft plan today.  The notion of “consensus” was also once again 
discussed. 

• Mr. Korn asked if any advisory group members had comments regarding statements made by 
the public during the previous public hearing. 

• Mr. Perrin stated that Mr. Reese had a point, in that much of the public is probably not aware of 
why prescribed burning is important.  He wondered if stating the importance of running fire in 
fire adapted communities should be added more specifically to the introduction of the draft 
plan.  The group discussed that prescribed burning is a big component of the draft land 
management plan, as over 4,000 acres of the state forest are fire dependent. 

• Mr. Perrin inquired about the short list of management needs on the executive summary page.  
He asked if the intent is to paint a picture of what we want the forest to look like with what is 
listed.  He wondered if the six operational plans mentioned in the plan include the right amount 
of information, or if this draft management plan should contain more detail.   

• Mr. Korn noted the perceptive idea and question, and stated that this was a conceptual plan and 
the operational plans are more “beefed up.”  Mr. Colburn stated that this draft plan does 
contain specific fire return interval numbers in the goals and objectives portion of the plan.   

• Mr. Perrin questioned if the way FFS has been doing the ten-year management plans was the 
way the group wants this plan to be as well. 

• Mr. Korn asked that the group focus on the text/language at hand contained within this draft 
plan. 

• Ms. Freeman stated that the draft plan is driven by the annual budget.  The draft plan is general 
because FFS does not yet know what the budget over the next ten years will be. 

• Mr. Weaver stated that the list of management needs on the executive summary page is fine, 
and that there is a place in the plan that lists out the specific goals and objectives pertinent to 
WaSF management needs.   

• Ms. Alix pointed out a grammatical error. 

• Mr. Jamison pointed out that the short list of management needs on the executive summary 
page does not address cultural needs.   

• Mr. Pelc asked if the historical natural community table on the executive summary lists newly 
acquired data or older data.  Mr. Korn and Mr. Colburn responded with an explanation of the 
past process working with FNAI to capture both historical natural community types and current 
natural community types.  Traditionally, FFS has only listed the “historic” acres in the Executive 
Summary section. 

• Mr. Perrin submitted to Ms. Ingram some language to be added to page 1, paragraph 3.  The 
group concurred that they were fine with the additional language. 



 

• Mr. Pelc asked if the liaison group mentioned on page 5 of the draft plan is a separate group 
from the advisory group.  FFS staff answered the two groups are different.   

• Mr. Pelc inquired about the “alternative methods” regarding restoring native groundcover 
mentioned in goal 3.  Mr. Korn stated that there is more information and details regarding that 
subject later in the plan in the NATURAL Community management sections. 

• Mr. Pelc stated that there is not much emphasis on prescribed fire seasonality for goal 4.  Mr. 
Colburn discussed the subject further.  Performance measures will capture burning 
accomplishments by time of year. 

• Mr. Pelc inquired about the type of information coming out of prescribed burns and if instead of 
expressing it in acreage, if FFS could take photo points for more objective measures.  Mr. 
Colburn stated that this is a good idea and that FFS does have photo points and have been 
collecting them for ten years. 

• Mr. Korn offered the idea of adding language regarding the continuation of photo point 
monitoring under the appropriate goal on page 5.  Everyone agreed. 

• Ms. Alix asked if the Wildlife Management Strategy mentioned in Goal 5 (Listed and Rare 
Species Habitat Maintenance, Enhancement, Restoration, or Population Restoration) is a 
separate plan.  The group advised her that it is, and FWC has to create it.  Mr. Korn stated that 
FWC asked FFS to put this verbiage in FFS management plans.  He further commented that 
Wildlife Conservation Prioritization and Recovery Program reports (WCPRs) with specific wildlife 
strategies and monitoring protocaols which are prepared by FWC conservation biologists - are 
done now only on FWC lead-managed areas.  FFS leans on FWC for wildlife monitoring, etc., and 
FFS and FWC must work to coordinate their efforts. 

• Mr. Scalco stated the FFS-managed area is clearly understaffed.  Mr. Korn advised that that type 
of issue must be pursued and addressed at a higher level within the state agencies. 

• Mr. Pelc spoke about goal 5 and stated that there is not much mentioned for habitat 
improvement for listed species.  He questioned if there would actually be enhancement on the 
ground.  Mr. Korn stated that FFS leans on FWC for those types of issues.  If there is a need for 
specific species monitoring, then FFS looks to FWC for guidance regarding the needs of wildlife.  
FFS tends to manage for habitat, not individual specific species.  The language contained within 
the draft plan is how FFS would like the situation to be handled, and FWC reliance is a big part of 
that process. 

• Mr. Pelc expressed he thinks there is disconnect among goal 5 and the three listed objectives.  
Mr. Korn explained the linkage among a strategy, monitoring and implementation of what is 
stated in the three objectives. 

• Mr. Weaver stated that goal 5 cannot be accomplished without FWC, and questioned whether 
FWC cooperation should be mentioned in the goal.  Mr. Korn elaborated on FFS management of 
habitat, and how other goals contained within the draft plan (fire management) also speak to 
that end.  Mr. Colburn elaborated on goal 5 and the pertinent objectives.   

• Mr. Pelc asked if a fourth objective could be added to goal 5 that states that if FFS has enough 
knowledge of an area, prior to gathering more monitoring info, then FFS may implement a 
strategy.  Mr. Colburn stated that not having an objective at this spot in the plan would not 
preclude FFS from implementing that work. 

• Mr. Pelc spoke about goal 6 (Non-Native Invasive Species Maintenance and Control) and stated 
that perhaps it needed to be more sophisticated.  He asked what info is already out there.  Mr. 
Korn stated that that was addressed in more detail in the text of the plan and also RESTORE 
money would help fund the issue. 



 

• Ms. Alix asked what other historical sites, other than the cemetery, were out on WaSF.  Mr. 
Colburn answered that the other sites were not much to see. 

• Mr. Walker asked about burial mounds.  Mr. Korn stated there were no burial mounds that FFS 
or DHR is aware of on the forest.  Mr. Jamison stated that historic canals lie within the southeast 
portion of the forest.  Mr. Colburn asked Mr. Jamison if he thought FFS was missing some 
historical or archaeological sites.  Mr. Jamison stated that he thought so, especially areas around 
sinkholes and perhaps sites that are related to historical logging practices. 

• Ms. Alix stated that a numbering error was present within goal 9. 

• Mr. Pelc asked if Flint Rock WMA could be added to the chart on page 9.  FFS staff agreed to add 
it. 

• Mr. Colburn told the group about the Exhibit E title mix-up Ms. Gray found during the break. 

• Ms. Alix asked if one of the exhibits showed gopher tortoise locations on the forest.  The FNAI 
element occurrence site map was reviewed.  FFS staff discussed. 

• Mr. Perrin asked if the forest has had a natural community/plant and animal species survey 
performed.  Mr. Korn answered that a natural community map was developed by FNAI while 
they were on the ground in the forest.  Mr. Colburn stated that Table 5 used to show rare 
animals/plants that may occur in the WaSF habitats, but FFS has transitioned away from that 
format and to capture only those rare species that are documented andknown to occur on the 
forest. 

• Mr. Perrin stated that red-cockaded woodpeckers are not listed on table 5.  Mr. Korn stated that 
FFS would go over the continuity of the table and maps with the State Forest Ecologist.   

• Mr. Pelc stated that the first sentence on page 24 under #5 referred to what he was talking 
about earlier in the meeting and that he is satisfied with the way this subject is worded in the 
draft plan.   

• Ms. Alix asked why the black bear is listed on page 24, as it is not on the actual listed species list 
put forth through FWC.  The advisory group advised her that what is mentioned in this section of 
the plan is not necessarily naming it as a “listed” species. 

• Mr. Pelc stated that FWC has a very progressive and well-funded invasive species treatment 
section.  FFS can submit appropriate state forest-related information to the FWC for priority 
ranking and potentially funded treatments.  Mr. Colburn and Mr. Korn discussed the possible 
use of this resource on the state forest.  Mr. Pelc further discussed the topic and talked about 
FWC’s practice of breaking up properties into zones or units, much like FFS does for prescribed 
fire, for the purpose of getting those sections into a treatment regime.  Mr. Korn questioned 
whether or not that would be needed at WaSF.  Mr. Colburn opined that FWC’s help would not 
be necessary on this state forest.  Mr. Korn and Mr. Colburn discussed funding related to the 
issue.   

• Mr. Pelc asked what the word “compatible” refers to at the top of page 27, and if the liaison 
group will have input on what constitutes as “compatible.”  Mr. Korn explained that the liaison 
group is utilized simply as communication among the public and manager as general guidance to 
the direction of how the forest is used.  It has been especially helpful to resolving equestrian 
issues on the forests.  Mr. Pelc stated that he has heard some goofy ideas for usage of state-
owned conservation lands lately, but what FFS has planned for recreation on WaSF seems good 
to him. 

• Mr. Perrin asked if FFS would be putting in a water facility to prevent the horses from messing 
up the water source area, in reference to #7 on page 28.  Mr. Gregory stated that buckets are 
available for equestrians to get water for their horses from the water source.  Ms. Gray added 
that the majority of equestrians tote their own water for their horses.  Mr. Colburn stated that 



 

there is not a need to install water facilities for horses due to the size of WaSF and the length of 
the trail.   

• Mr. Walker stated that the hunter gates on the forest are not being controlled enough, as 
hunters are continually disobeying the FFS gates and controls on entry into the forest.  Mr. 
Gregory stated that the issue has been addressed and FWC has strengthened their presence in 
the area.  If there are specific areas that hunters are illegally accessing, then individuals need to 
let FFS know and it will be handled.  Mr. Colburn further discussed the issue and talked about 
designated entrances for hunters and the lack of check-in stations.   

• Mr. Walker wondered if the illegal access issue would be less pervasive if FFS allowed hunters to 
drive their vehicles further into the forest.  Mr. Johnson declared that due to environmentally 
sensitive springs and other areas on the forest, the roads cannot be opened up any further.  Mr. 
Gregory and Mr. Walker further discussed the hunting/access issue.  Mr. Perrin also discussed 
the issue and stated that this was a topic of controversy among hunters, since a lack of roads 
actually helps keep hunters dispersed throughout the forest.  He stated that he thinks hunter 
access should be left the way it is.   

• Ms. Alix asked if folks apply for handicap permits.  Mr. Gregory stated that they do, and further 
discussed the topic.   

• Mr. Walker talked about how there were some differences in opinion regarding the 
management practice of prescribed burning expressed earlier in the meeting.  He stated that he 
likes the practice.   

• Mr. Pelc, Mr. Korn and Mr. Gregory discussed the option of adding wildfire mitigation into the 
introductory paragraph. 

• Mr. Pelc asked what the difference between contain and control is.  FFS staff responded and the 
group discussed.  Mr. Pelc asked what the difference between a barrier and a fireline is.  Mr. 
Colburn answered in detail with additional information added by Mr. Korn. 

• Ms. Alix asked if WaSF is part of Sustainable Forestry Initiative program.  Mr. Colburn answered 
that it is not. 

• Mr. Perrin stated that table #7 is a good table.  He inquired whether or not FFS’s plan of natural 
community management is to move toward historical natural communities.  Mr. Korn answered 
his question in detail regarding efforts, restoration, working forests versus forests being 
restored.  The idea behind this format was to provide a snapshot in time, a benchmark, of 
current status.  Generally yes, that was the goal to restore to the historic community, however, 
on this forest there were substantial acres historically of upland hardwood forest that had been 
converted to planted pine and that FFS had no other plans over this ten-year planning period 
anyway to attempt to convert these lands back to upland hardwood forest. 

• Mr. Perrin stated that he thought that somewhere in this section of the draft plan, FFS should 
state that table 7 should be accompanied by an explanation of what each column refers to and 
that the table paints a picture of what it is we are working towards. 

• Mr. Pelc stated that he would like to see the return interval for upland pine to be “2-3” instead 
of “3-4” in table #9.  Mr. Colburn agreed with Mr. Pelc’s desire for such a return interval.  Mr. 
Colburn stated that FFS didn’t want to paint themselves into a corner by putting that in the 
table, and in actuality, the return interval is “2-3.” 

• Mr. Korn stated that this is the first time such a chart has been placed in a FFS land management 
plan.   In future plans, the format will be mimicked as it is here, and it will go through all 
applicable natural communities and define their status breakdown using this type of table.   

• Mr. Jamison pointed out a grammatical error within the sinkhole section of the draft plan.  He 
stated that when he performed the original karst survey in the area, he made note of all 



 

sinkholes, whether they were wet or not.  He declared that the sinkhole acreage listed within 
the draft plan should probably be higher.  Mr. Colburn stated that FNAI can’t do polygons for the 
smaller sinkholes.  He stated that FFS follows Best Management Practices (BMPs), as they relate 
to the protection of water resources. 

• Mr. Jamison stated that during the karst survey he was a part of seven or eight years ago, a 
contaminated karst window was discovered in the southwest corner of the forest.  He stated 
that it seemed like plastic containers were leaking petroleum from the bottom of the hole, 
which connects to the Eight Mile Tract and Wakulla Springs.  He stated that the response he got 
from DEP was that they could put out booms.  Nothing was ever done about it, as far as he is 
aware.  Mr. Korn stated that perhaps the FFS BMP Forester and FFS State Hydrologist should be 
contacted and asked to look into the situation.   

• Mr. Korn and Mr. Colburn discussed pine plantations and associated transitioning activities. 

• Mr. Korn went around the room for final comments from advisory group members. 

• Mr. Scalco stated that FFS did a good job with the draft plan, as it is understandable and 
achievable. 

• Ms. Wilbur agreed with the positive comments made by her boss, Mr. Scalco (Wakulla State 
Park Manager). 

• Mr. Weaver stated that he had never been on a management plan advisory group before, and 
he appreciates the work it has taken to put the document together. 

• Mr. Perrin declared that he would like to see more detail and wonders how the draft plan 
dovetails into the five-year operational plans.  He stated that he didn’t want FFS staff to spend 
all their time writing plans and not managing forests though.  He stated that from what he has 
seen in terms of management on the state forest, FFS is doing a good job.   

• Ms. Alix stated that what Mr. Perrin said makes sense. 

• Mr. Walker stated he appreciated the opportunity to participate on the advisory group.  He 
asked if anyone in Florida has looked into getting pit toilets that do not stink, like what is 
available in National Parks, for bathroom facilities. 

• Mr. Scalco stated that DEP uses mulching toilets which are effective means of a sanitary facility.  
Discussion ensued regarding the maintenance of such facilities. 

• Mr. Pelc spoke about adding language into the draft plan regarding opportunities beyond 
passive outreach and taking action to seek out cooperative partnerships in the area.  Mr. Korn 
asked Mr. Pelc to create the language and send it in to Mr. Colburn so that FFS may consider 
incorporating such language into the plan. 

• Mr. Pelc inquired about the level of emphasis within the silviculture section of the draft plan 
regarding longleaf pines on the forest.  Mr. Korn stated the natural community section of the 
plan contained information on managing for longleaf pine.   

• Mr. Pelc declared that the state forest is part of a region that is gaining increasing importance as 
a wildlife corridor, stretching from St. Marks to the Apalachicola National Forest.  This state 
forest is ground zero for the Apalachicola natural area and there will most likely be a “spotlight” 
on the area in the future. 

• Mr. Jamison stated that he is a fan of Wakulla State Forest and the managers are doing good 
things.  He stated he would like to see further karst explorations pursued, especially in the 
northeast portion of the property.  He stated that historically, the Spanish had a waterway route 
from St. Marks to the San Luis Mission, through McBride Slough and a formerly water-connected 
Aim sink swamp area.  Mr. Jamison stated that DeSoto was on WaSF using this historic 
waterway, which makes the route along the slough potentially an important 
archaeological/historical area.  He declared he would like the slough surveyed.   



 

• Mr. Crowe (NWFWMD) stated that he created the map Mr. Jamison spoke of that “charted” 
DeSoto’s historic waterway route.   

• Mr. Colburn stated that he could request DHR to check into surveying the slough.  Mr. Korn 
stated that any exploration work that has been done in the past that Mr. Jamison or anybody 
else may have information on is not in the draft plan because the information has not been 
passed to FFS.  Mr. Korn invited Mr. Jamison to reflect on the information or whereabouts of 
information he is privy to and send it to Mr. Colburn so that it may be an appendix in the plan.   

• Ms. Gray stated that she has not said much throughout the meetings because she is totally 
overwhelmed and in awe, while absorbing all of this information and process.  She declared that 
she had no idea the level of complexity that goes into managing a state forest.  She stated that 
FFS is doing a good job.   

• Mr. Colburn thanked the advisory group members for the amount of work they have put into 
this process, as it is much work to both read through and develop management plans.  He stated 
that the group’s input is invaluable and he appreciates everyone’s participation. 

• Mr. Korn asked the group if everyone, as a consensus, was generally good with the plan. 

• Everyone in the group gave Mr. Korn an actual “thumbs up.”  Mr. Korn stated that the FFS 
Director would be looking at this local level input next, and then the draft plan will go before the 
Acquisition and Restoration Council. 

Meeting End Time:  2:51 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit X 

 

 

State Forest Summary Budget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit Y 

 

Arthropod Control Plans on WaSF  

Responses from Wakulla County, Florida 

and Leon County, Florida 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 


